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Southeastern Wisconsin Legislators, Governor Introduce Regional Transit and Jobs 
Investment Act 

Legislation Also Gives Critical Support for KRM Rail Line, Boosts Economy and Jobs with Improved Transit 
Service and Regional Cooperation  

 
Madison – Legislators representing Milwaukee, Racine and Kenosha counties today unveiled the 
Regional Transit and Jobs Investment Act and began circulating the measure for sponsorship by their 
colleagues.  The proposal, developed by a coalition of area legislators with Governor Jim Doyle, allows 
local governments to choose to make mass transit service improvements and creates a pathway to 
additional regional transit cooperation and connectivity.  The bill integrates the KRM commuter rail line 
with other mass transit and continues the car rental fee for the project.   
 
“I am extremely happy that we have been able to work together to create legislation that will save our bus 
system in Milwaukee and create jobs and improve our business climate in Southeastern Wisconsin,” 
Senator Lena Taylor commented.  “In addition, our commitment to direct property tax relief continues in 
this bill by removing transit from the tax levy.” 
 
Major Southeastern Wisconsin employers are supporting the bill and projections of the impact of transit 
investments like the KRM rail line indicate thousands of jobs and over $500 million in economic activity 
could result.    
 
Among the highlights of the bill are provisions: 

• Authorizing creation of an Interim Regional Transit Authority (IRTA) in Milwaukee County 
funded by a 0.5% sales tax approved by county voters in November 2008;  

• Allowing local governments in Racine, Kenosha, Waukesha, Washington and Ozaukee to vote to 
form their own IRTAs;  

• Allowing a non-Milwaukee County IRTA, with the agreement of all the creating municipal 
governments, to fund transit using a vehicle registration fee, the property tax or hotel tax revenue.  
A local sales tax could be used only if it is voted on and approved by the governing bodies of each 
community forming an IRTA, the newly created IRTA board approves its use and the voters 
within the IRTA approve the use of the sales tax for transit in a referendum; 

• Requiring 100% of local transit costs to be removed from the property tax if a sales tax is used as 
the funding mechanism; 

• Providing a mechanism for local IRTAs to receive additional state incentive funding for mass 
transit; 

• Regionalizing mass transit service when three IRTAs meet expanded service and increased 
funding targets by placing their services under the umbrella of a regional Southeast Wisconsin 
Regional Transit Authority (SERTA); 

• Integrating the proposed KRM commuter rail line with local bus service through SERTA.     
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Senator John Lehman commented, “This bill provides a pathway to more economic development and new 
job creation with better bus and rail transit service, while also safeguarding the ability of our communities 
to decide for themselves how they want to support mass transit service. For example citizen approval by 
referendum is required before a sales tax could be used.”  
 
A study on the economic impact of the KRM project indicates its construction would generate 4,700 jobs 
and have a $560 million impact on the local economy.  And leaders of many of the largest employers in 
Southeastern Wisconsin, including Northwestern Mutual Life, SC Johnson, Roundy’s, Bucyrus, AT&T 
and Johnson Controls, have cited improved mass transit service as critical to their successful operation 
and new job creation efforts.    
 
Representative Tamara Grigsby said, “Southeast Wisconsin needs a viable transit solution.  Milwaukee 
County is in dire need of transit revitalization and the KRM line is essential to the future economic 
development of the entire region. By establishing a regional transit system, this legislation will create and 
maintain jobs, help fight poverty, and provide much needed property tax relief for the residents of 
Milwaukee County."      
 
In addition, the bill gives a boost to the application for federal aid for construction of the KRM commuter 
rail line.  Feedback from federal officials indicates that the chances of receiving significant federal 
assistance for the project through the competitive “New Starts” grant program are greatly improved with a 
stronger Milwaukee County bus system and additional regional cooperation and connectivity between 
transit modes. 
 
Representative Bob Turner of Racine commented, “Reaching a compromise on how to build a more 
efficient, regional transit was not easy.  But we’re offering a solution to help us create jobs, have more 
transit choices and let communities decide when and how to move ahead.”  
 
"There is a broad-based coalition in support of our efforts, from captains of industry to environmentalists 
to labor leaders, who all feel our future growth and well-being as a community will benefit from an 
integrated transportation system," concluded bill author Representative Peter Barca.   
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