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This bill requires DOT, in consultation with DNR, to establish statewide goals
for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from surface transportation that will
contribute to achieving the state’s overall statewide greenhouse gas emission
reduction goals.  DOT must, in consultation with DNR, DOA, the University of
Wisconsin System, and Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), identify
strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from surface transportation and
develop methods and procedures for preparing multimodal transportation plans and
transportation improvement programs that incorporate these strategies.  Beginning
approximately two years after the effective date of the bill, DOT must, to the extent
practicable, use these methods and procedures in preparing, and incorporate these
strategies into, its long−range statewide transportation plans and statewide
transportation improvement programs.  By July 1, 2013, and at least every four
years thereafter, DOT must assess its progress in achieving its greenhouse gas
emission reduction goals and must report its findings to DNR.

The bill also requires each MPO in this state, in consultation with DOT and
consistent with the goals established by DOT, to establish goals for reducing
greenhouse gas emissions from surface transportation in the MPO’s planning area.
Beginning approximately two years after the effective date of the bill, each MPO
must, to the extent practicable, use the methods and procedures developed by DOT
in preparing, and incorporate the strategies developed by DOT into, its
transportation plans and transportation improvement programs for its planning
area.  By March 1, 2013, and at least every four years thereafter, each MPO must
report to DOT its strategies for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from surface
transportation, the status of its implementation of these strategies, and its progress
in achieving its greenhouse gas emission reduction goals.  In addition, DOT must
assess the progress of MPOs in achieving their greenhouse gas emission reduction
goals and report its findings to DNR.  DOT may not provide financial assistance to
an MPO unless the MPO has made a good faith effort to use the methods and
procedures developed by DOT in preparing, and incorporate the strategies developed
by DOT into, its transportation plans and transportation improvement programs for
its planning area.

ENVIRONMENTAL EVALUATIONS FOR TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

This bill requires DOT, in preparing an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement for a transportation project, to include an
evaluation of the greenhouse gas emissions and energy use that will result from the
project (emission and energy evaluation).  If DOT is also considering any alternative
to the project, DOT must prepare an emission and energy evaluation for each
alternative.  In performing any cost−benefit analysis related to a project for which
an emission and energy evaluation is required, DOT must consider the monetary
value of the greenhouse gas emissions and energy use that will result from the
project, calculated according to rules that DOT is required under the bill to
promulgate.  The bill specifies certain factors that must be considered in any
emission and energy evaluation.  The bill also requires DOT, in consultation with
DNR, to appoint a technical advisory committee to make recommendations to DOT
on: the factors to be considered, and the methodology to be used, in preparing
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emission and energy evaluations; and setting a monetary value for greenhouse gas
emissions and energy use.

The bill also requires DOT, as part of its statewide long−range multimodal
transportation plan for the 20−year period ending in 2030 (Connections 2030 plan),
to consider greenhouse gas emissions and energy use in identifying, prioritizing,
evaluating, or assessing transportation facility or service needs for the statewide
transportation system.  DOT must continue to include these considerations in any
revision, modification, or update of the Connections 2030 plan and in any other
statewide long−range multimodal transportation plan.

ENGINE IDLING

Under current law, a “motor truck” is defined as a motor vehicle designed, used,
or maintained primarily for the transportation of property.  “Truck tractors” and
“road tractors” are motor vehicles designed and used for drawing other vehicles.  Also
under current law, traffic regulations generally apply only on highways.

This bill prohibits the operator of a motor truck, truck tractor, or road tractor
(truck) from allowing the primary propulsion engine of the vehicle to idle for more
than five minutes in any 60 minute period unless:  1) the truck is forced to remain
motionless because of traffic conditions; 2) the outdoor temperature is below ten
degrees, or above 90 degrees, Fahrenheit; 3) the medical needs of the operator or a
passenger require the use of equipment that is powered from the truck’s primary
propulsion engine; 4) it is necessary to power equipment needed for loading or
unloading property; 5) it is necessary to regenerate an emission filtration device on
the truck; 6) maintenance procedures, including repair, are being performed on the
truck; or 7) the truck contains a heavy−duty highway diesel engine that complies
with certain air pollutant emission standards.  This idling prohibition applies on or
off a highway.  The operator of a truck who violates this prohibition may be required
to forfeit not less than $20 nor more than $40 for the first offense, not less than $100
nor more than $500 for the second conviction within a year, and not less than $500
nor more than $1,000 for the third or subsequent conviction within a year.

The bill also requires DNR to study ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions
from the idling of other kinds of engines.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND CONSERVATION IN BUILDINGS

Current law requires Commerce to promulgate an energy efficiency code that
sets design requirements for construction and equipment for the purpose of energy
conservation in public buildings and places of employment (commercial buildings).
Commerce must review the energy conservation code according to a specific schedule
and must promulgate rules that change the requirements of the code to improve
energy conservation.  In conducting its review, Commerce must consider
incorporating into the energy conservation code the design requirements from the
most current national energy efficiency design standards, including the
International Energy Conservation Code (IECC) or another energy efficiency code
that is generally accepted and used by engineers and the construction industry.

This bill requires Commerce to base the energy conservation code for
commercial buildings on the standards in the IECC or in another generally accepted
code that provides at least as great an energy conservation benefit as the IECC
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provides.  Commerce may deviate from the IECC or other generally accepted code by
setting less strict standards if specific conditions exist in this state that make
application of the IECC or other generally accepted code unreasonably burdensome.
In that case, the different standards must provide the greatest energy conservation
benefits that are consistent with the specific conditions.  Commerce may also
promulgate rules that have stricter standards than those in the IECC or another
generally accepted energy conservation code if Commerce considers certain factors,
including the cost of complying with the stricter standards.

Current law also requires Commerce, in promulgating rules that establish
standards for the construction of one− and two−family dwellings, to take energy
conservation into account.  This bill requires Commerce to promulgate an energy
efficiency code by rule for one− and two−family dwellings.  The bill requires
Commerce to base the code upon the IECC or another generally accepted energy
conservation code using the same criteria that Commerce must use in promulgating
an energy efficiency code for commercial buildings.

The bill also requires Commerce to promulgate rules establishing energy
conservation standards for agricultural facilities.  The bill requires that the rules
define an “agricultural facility” to include a barn and a milking parlor.  The bill also
requires Commerce to consult with the Department of Agriculture, Trade and
Consumer Protection (DATCP) before promulgating the rules.

The bill, in addition to requiring Commerce to promulgate rules establishing
mandatory energy conservation standards for commercial buildings, requires
Commerce to promulgate rules establishing voluntary design standards for the
purpose of further reducing the environmental impact of constructing, maintaining,
and using public buildings and places of employment.  The bill requires Commerce
to base the voluntary design standards on standards jointly established by specified
organizations or on other generally accepted standards and requires that the
standards provide greater energy conservation benefits than those contained in the
energy conservation code for commercial buildings.

CONSUMER ELECTRONICS EFFICIENCY REQUIREMENTS

This bill prohibits the sale, or offer for sale, of certain consumer electronic
devices if the devices use more than a specified amount of electricity in “standby
mode” (connected to a power source and not producing video or audio output signals,
but able to be switched into another mode with a remote control or an internal
signal).

Under the bill, no person may sell a compact audio device that uses more than
four watts in standby mode (or two watts, if the device has a permanently
illuminated clock) or a television or digital versatile disc (DVD) player or recorder
that uses more than three watts in standby mode.  Violators are subject to a forfeiture
up to $100 for each device sold or offered for sale.

BOILER INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS

This bill also establishes inspection requirements for persons who own
industrial boilers.  The bill requires that most industrial boilers be inspected on an
annual basis to assess the boiler’s energy efficiency.  The owner of the boiler must
take action based upon the results of the inspection to maximize the boiler’s energy
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efficiency and to minimize the emission of greenhouse gasses from the boiler.  The
bill exempts certain industrial boilers from these inspection requirements including
industrial boilers used by public utilities and cooperative organizations that
generate or furnish electric energy to their members.

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS BY MAJOR STATE AGENCIES

Currently, with certain exceptions, DOA must ensure that the specifications for
each state construction project require the use of recovered and recycled materials
to the extent that such use is technically and economically feasible.  With certain
exceptions, DOA must also prescribe and enforce energy efficiency standards for
energy consuming equipment that is installed in connection with state construction
projects.  The standards must meet or exceed specified statutory standards.  The
Building Commission must also apply these standards when entering into certain
leases on behalf of the state.  Current law also requires the commission to employ a
design for cogeneration of steam and electricity in state−owned central steam
generating facilities unless the commission determines that such a design is not
cost−effective and technically feasible.  Currently, the commission must also ensure
that state−operated steam generating facilities are designed to allow the use of
biomass fuels and refuse−derived fuels to the greatest extent cost−effective and
technically feasible.  In addition, under current law, the commission is prohibited
from approving the construction or major remodeling of or addition to any state
building or structure unless the building or structure makes maximum practical use
of passive solar energy system design elements and, unless not technically or
economically feasible, incorporates an active solar energy system or photovoltaic
solar energy system or other renewable energy system.

This bill directs nine state agencies (the departments of administration,
agriculture, trade and consumer protection, corrections, health services, natural
resources, public instruction, transportation, and veterans affairs, and the Board of
Regents of the University of Wisconsin System) to:  1) prepare an analysis that
estimates the amount of greenhouse gas emissions that are attributable to activities
of the agency in calendar years 2005 and 2010; 2) establish achievable goals for
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions identified in its analysis that must include a
reduction by January 1, 2020, to an annual amount that is 22 percent lower than the
annual amount attributable to the agency in 2005; and 3) develop a plan for
achieving the goals by means of specific actions to be taken and completed by
January 1, 2020.  The plan must address nine specified means of reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.  The bill requires each of these agencies to make a
biennial report to DOA concerning its progress toward achieving or its success in
maintaining adherence to its goals.  The bill then directs DOA to prepare a biennial
report summarizing the reports it receives from these agencies and submit the report
to DNR.

The bill also directs DOA to prescribe guidelines and protocols for use by these
agencies in estimating the amount of greenhouse gas emissions that are attributable
to activities of the agency, establishing goals for reducing those emissions, and
developing plans to achieve the goals.  The bill also directs DOA to establish energy
efficiency goals for these agencies designed to ensure that, by 2030, the overall
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energy use by all state agencies is reduced to a level that is 30 percent lower than the
overall use by those agencies in 2005.  The bill further directs DOA to establish goals
for each of these agencies that are designed to ensure that overall use by all agencies
of energy derived from biomass is at least equivalent to an amount that gradually
increases from 10 percent in 2010 to 25 percent in 2025.

DESIGN STANDARDS FOR STATE BUILDINGS

This bill directs DOA to ensure that the plans and specifications for 1) each
project to construct or expand a state building; 2) each project to repair, renew, or
renovate an existing state building that affects at least 35,000 square feet of enclosed
space; and 3) each project that affects the envelope or the heating, ventilation, or air
conditioning system of an existing state building conform to the voluntary standards
promulgated by Commerce under the bill unless DOA or the Building Commission
is required by another law to apply a stricter standard for the plans or specifications.
The bill also directs DOA to ensure that the plans and specifications for each other
project to construct a state building or to construct, repair, renew, renovate, or
expand a state building conform to the voluntary standards promulgated by
Commerce if DOA determines that compliance is technically feasible and cost
effective.  The requirement for other projects does not apply if DOA or the Building
Commission is required under another law to apply a stricter standard for the plans
and specifications.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY ASSISTANCE BY OFFICE OF ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

The bill directs the Office of Energy Independence (OEI) to provide information
to school districts regarding opportunities to minimize expenses and environmental
impacts through the modification of facilities and operational practices that
maximize the efficiency of energy use, maximize the use of renewable energy
resources, and otherwise minimize emissions of greenhouse gases.  The bill also
directs OEI to encourage and assist school districts in voluntarily conducting the
analyses, establishing the goals and developing plans to achieve the goals required
of the nine state agencies under the bill, and to report to DOA and DNR biennially
on the progress made by school districts in so doing.

The bill directs DNR to provide assistance to the nine state agencies that must
develop greenhouse gas emission reduction plans in identifying opportunities to
reduce emissions through development of motor vehicle idling reduction techniques.

No specific penalty applies to violations, but all provisions of law resulting from
enactment of the bill are enforceable through the court system.

LEVY LIMIT EXCEPTION

Under current law, local levy limits are applied to the property tax levies that
are imposed in December 2009 and 2010.  Current law prohibits any city, village,
town, or county (political subdivision) from increasing its levy by a percentage that
exceeds its “valuation factor,” which is defined as the greater of either 3 percent or
the percentage change in the political subdivision’s equalized value due to new
construction, less improvements removed.  In addition, the calculation of a political
subdivision’s levy does not include any tax increment that is generated by a tax
incremental district.


