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PRESS RELEASE

BILL FUNDING RENOVATION OF UW-W’S CARLSON HALL PASSES ASSEMBLY 
Assembly Bill 698 Will Create Area Construction Jobs and Invest in the Critical Priority of Higher-Ed 

MADISON – State Representative Kim Hixson (D-Whitewater) voted Thursday along with a majority 
of his Assembly colleagues for Assembly Bill 698, a measure which would allocate $17 million in 
funding for the remodeling of Carlson Hall on the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Campus.  

“This is an important project for the Whitewater area that will create vitally needed jobs in south-central 
Wisconsin and invest in the critical priority of higher-education,” said Hixson, who serves as Chairman 
of the Assembly Colleges and Universities Committee. “As a result of cost savings for Wisconsin 
taxpayers, UW-Whitewater students and faculty will have a positive working environment, and the 
project will advance economic development for our area. I am proud of my vote today for the 
Whitewater area. Carlson Hall is an antiquated building in need of significant upgrades to be a modern 
and efficient instructional facility.” 

AB-698 was introduced following the recommendation of the UW-System and UW-Whitewater, 
approval by the State Building Commission and passage of the bill on a bipartisan vote in the Assembly 
Committee on Colleges and Universities. Earlier this year, Carlson Hall was among a list of UW-System 
projects that were delayed during 2009-11 State Budget deliberations. However, because the projects 
that were funded came in significantly under bid, $23 million became available for additional 
construction projects. Consequently, all funding for Carlson Hall will come from existing general fund 
supported borrowing. AB-698 passed the Assembly on a 53-41 vote, with Walworth County Republican 
Rep. Thomas Lothian (R-Williams Bay) voting in favor of the bill. The legislation will now be sent to 
the State Senate for consideration. 

Currently, many departments of the College of Letters and Sciences, the Dean’s office and the Advising 
Department are operating out of White and McCutchan Residence Halls as well as Heide and Winther 
Halls. Carlson Hall, which is the former site of the College of Business and is currently vacant, would 
house these departments in one facility. This renovation project will enable the entire humanities and 
social sciences portions of the College of Letters and Sciences to operate under one roof. 

“This project will have important economic benefits for the State of Wisconsin,” states the UW-
System’s position paper on the legislation. “In the near term, it will create and sustain local construction 
jobs. Over the longer term, the improved educational facilities will help [the UW-System] prepare more 
college-educated workers for success in the innovation economy.”  
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