
June 10, 2010 

Dear Community Leader, 

I hope this letter finds you well.  As you may know, I have recently been working with a 
coalition of State Legislators, Department of Transportation (DOT) officials and local business 
and community leaders in an effort to expand Interstate-39/90 from the Illinois state line to 
Madison.

Last week, I joined members of the coalition to announce the completion of the environmental 
impact statement for the proposed Interstate-39/90 expansion, which would widen a stretch of 
road between the state line and Madison from four to six lanes. We also introduced a new plan to 
shorten the construction period by two years. 

Like many members of our community, I believe that a safer, more efficient interstate system 
will benefit local economies.  This project would create construction jobs, aid area residents by 
increasing the efficiency of daily transportation, and ultimately attract new businesses to our 
area.

When speaking with Milton residents about the project, one particular request has continually 
been expressed: constructing an interchange to the west of Milton at the intersection of 
Interstate-39/90 and Country Rd M.

The City of Milton could certainly gain substantial economic benefit from the project.  
Commerce relies heavily on transportation, and cities with proximal interstate highway access 
are generally favored more highly by businesses seeking a new location.  Milton would also 
attract more interstate travelers that plan to take a break from driving to eat, refuel or shop.  This 
would generate more business for Milton’s service industries and small businesses.  Closer 
interstate highway access would also provide a faster, more efficient route for Milton residents 
travelling to Janesville or Madison. 

However, I understand that increased traffic may have certain disadvantages for the city, 
including a more rapid deterioration of local road infrastructure and, possibly, an increase in 
local pollution. 
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DOT has not yet fully considered the merits of an interchange at this location, so it is difficult to 
predict how federal officials responsible for funding the project would respond to a proposal 
from the state.  Moreover, this project is still in its infancy stage and is subject to significant 
change.

That notwithstanding, DOT officials have indicated their willingness to meet with any local 
sponsors and explain the requirements for completing an Interchange Access Justification 
Report.  If the community is interested in moving forward, that process could run parallel with 
the development of the Interstate-39/90 project.   

Since you play such a vital role in decisions affecting local economic development and city 
planning, I am hoping to obtain any feedback that you may have about a possible proposal for a 
Milton interstate highway interchange.

As your State Representative, I am prepared to fight for this project if it is deemed a practical 
step toward a successful future for Milton.  I am eager to facilitate a meeting between city, town 
and county officials, myself, and DOT officials to explore the project’s potential.  I encourage 
you to discuss this idea with council members and residents from the community.  I look forward 
to working with you and other city officials to explore the viability of this project. 

With Warmest Regards, 

KIM HIXSON  
State Representative 
43rd Assembly District 


