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November 18, 2010

Governor-elect Scott Walker
17 West Main Street, Suite 310
Madison WI 53703

Dear Governor-elect Walker,

Creating and keeping jobs in the upper Midwest depends on a reliable transportation
infrastructure that includes roads, air travel, shipping, and rail. To compete in a global economy,
we need multiple modes of transportation for both people and goods. That's why we were taken
aback when you announced your intention to refuse hundreds of millions of dollars for a critical
link in a future high speed rail line between the Twin Cities and Chicago.

The more than 15,000 jobs this project will directly create should be motivation enough to support
the project, but the regional benefits are even greater. The larger Midwest high speed rail
initiative would put tens of thousands of more people back to work, and make the upper Midwest
an even more lucrative place to do business. If Wisconsin says no to this section of the line, it is
likely Minnesota will not see any rail dollars in the future.

Additionally, the claim that this money can be used for other projects is incorrect. The federal
government has designated these funds for rail. It's a "use it or lose it."

While America's East and West Coasts along with China and Western Europe have or are already
upgrading to zi" century transportation systems that include high speed rail. Our region shouldn't
be left behind. On behalf of the 300,000 working men and women of the Minnesota AFL-CIO, we
urge you to reconsider.
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Shar Knutson
President, Minnesota AFL-CiO

Steve Hunter
Secretary-Treasurer, Minnesota AFL-CIO

CC: Governor-elect Mark Dayton
Governor Tim Pawlenty
Governor Jim Doyle
President Phil Neuenfeldt, Wisconsin AFL-CIO
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