
Obama’s blueprint
President Barack Obama is proposing a $3.8 trillion budget for fiscal 2014 that aims to slash the 
deficit by $1.8 trillion over 10 years, raise taxes on the wealthy and trim popular benefit 
programs including Social Security and Medicare. Here’s a breakdown of some of the federal 
agencies:

Commerce Department

Total Spending: $11.7 billion

Percentage Change from 2013: 34.3 percent increase

Discretionary Spending: $8.6 billion

Mandatory Spending: $3.1 billion

Highlights: Obama wants to boost investments in research and development and export 
promotion in hopes of spurring economic growth.

The president is asking for $1 billion to set up a nationwide network of manufacturing 
innovation institutes to develop cutting-edge technologies to make U.S. manufacturing firms 
more competitive.

The president also wants $113 million to create the Investing in Manufacturing Communities 
Partnership. The money would go to projects such as industrial parks and industry academic 
centers to promote long-term economic growth.

The president is seeking $21 million for the Advanced Manufacturing Technology Consortia 
program, which is a public-private partnership aimed at finding answers to manufacturing 
challenges that U.S. businesses face.

Obama also is requesting $520 million for the International Trade Administration.

Energy

Total Spending: $32.5 billion

Percentage Change from 2013: 35.3 percent increase

Discretionary Spending: $28.4 billion

Mandatory Spending: $4.1 billion

Highlights: Obama again would increase spending for two priorities: clean energy and national 
security. The budget proposal calls for another $615 million to increase use of renewable energy 
such as solar, wind, geothermal and hydropower.

The budget also includes $386 million, a $76 million increase over current spending, for the 
Advanced Research Projects Agency-Energy, a program that seeks to research on new ways to 
generate, store and use energy.



Environmental Protection Agency

Total Spending: $8 billion

Percentage Change from 2013: 9 percent decrease

Discretionary Spending: $8.1 billion

Mandatory Spending: 0

Highlights: Despite President Barack Obama's tough talk on addressing global warming, his 
budget for the agency with the biggest role in reducing the heat-trapping pollution contains few 
bold moves. In fact, Obama's fiscal 2014 budget request for the Environmental Protection 
Agency presents his fourth consecutive cut for the agency, a 9 percent reduction from 2013 
levels.

The cleanup program for the nation's most hazardous waste sites gets a $67 million increase in 
the budget request, but that is compared to the deep cuts put in place by automatic spending cuts. 
It means that no new cleanups will start. But there will be enough money to deal with emergency  
releases from contaminated sites.

States also will see less federal money to help improve infrastructure and treatment plants for 
drinking water, meaning the focus will be on small, underserved communities.

Housing and Urban Development

Total Spending: $47.2 billion

Percentage Change from 2013: 50.7 percent decrease

Discretionary Spending: $33.1 billion

Mandatory Spending: $14.1 billion

Highlights: The president is asking for $37.4 billion to provide rental housing assistance for 5.4 
million families, including new rental vouchers for homeless veterans. HUD's programs serve 
primarily the poor, elderly and disabled.

The president's budget blueprint calls for $2.8 billion for the Community Development Block 
Grant program. The program got about $3 billion in fiscal year 2013 according to HUD. States 
and cities use the money to build streets and sidewalks, provide water and build sewers and make 
other infrastructure improvements in low-income neighborhoods. The program is popular with 
local officials struggling to balance budgets.

Obama calls for a slight increase to $950 million for the HOME Investment Partnerships 
Program that provides grants to states and local communities for things such as buying or 
rehabilitating affordable housing and rental assistance. The program got $948 million for 2013. It 
is the largest federal block grant program to state and local governments aimed solely at 
providing affordable housing for the poor.



At the same time, Obama wants to reduce costs in HUD rental assistance programs by 
simplifying administrative procedures, doing a better job of targeting rental assistance to the 
working poor and setting more equitable public housing rents.

Obama is seeking $20 billion for the Housing Choice Voucher program to provide rental 
assistance to 2.2 million poor families. The program received about $18 billion in 2013, 
according to HUD. The vouchers are the federal government's major program to assist low-
income families, the elderly and the disabled. Renters in this program, most of whom are poor 
families with children, seniors or people with disabilities, generally pay 30 percent to 40 percent 
of their income to rent and the voucher makes up the difference.

The president also is seeking $726 million for the housing needs American Indian tribes.

Interior

Total Spending: $12 billion

Percentage Change from 2013: 2.7 percent decrease

Discretionary Spending: $11.7 billion

Mandatory Spending: $297 million

Highlights: The budget requests $600 million for land and water conservation and for the first 
time permanently would authorize annual mandatory spending for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund, a joint program with Agriculture that protects parks, wildlife refuges, forests, 
rivers, trails, battlefields, historic and cultural sites.

The budget again floats new fees for the oil and gas industry to pay for the processing of permits 
and would impose fees on leased parcels where no production is occurring. Officials say the fees 
would save an estimated $250 million a year and expedite drilling on public lands, but the ideas 
have made little headway in Congress.

The budget includes $240 million for the agency that oversees offshore drilling, a 10 percent 
increase over current spending. Officials said the increase would enable the Bureau of Safety and 
Environmental Enforcement to improve its response to oil spills, allow for more safety 
inspections and improve investigations and enforcement.

Labor

Total Spending: $72.6 billion

Percentage Change from 2013: 33.4 percent decrease

Discretionary Spending: $12.1 billion

Mandatory Spending: $60.5 billion

Highlights: The bulk of proposed cuts at Labor would come from a decrease in mandatory 
spending on unemployment insurance as the economy improves and more jobless people reenter 
the work force. Spending on long-term unemployment benefits also is declining because 



Congress approved a measure last year reducing the maximum of 99 weeks of unemployment 
benefits to 73 weeks.

The agency's discretionary budget would target $100 million in new spending to help military 
veterans find jobs in the civilian work force, part of the Obama administration's broader effort to 
combat high unemployment levels among veterans. Some of the money would go to state grant 
programs that help disabled veterans find work.

Another $80 million would boost grant money to states for job training services for adults, youth 
and dislocated workers. It would increase from 5 percent to 7.5 percent the amount of money that  
governors could use for innovative statewide programs.

In enforcement, the Occupational Safety and Health Administration would get $5.9 million to 
hire more staff to investigate whistleblower allegations. The Wage and Hour Division would see 
an increase of $3.4 million to improve enforcement of overtime and minimum wage laws as well 
as the Family and Medical Leave Act.

Transportation

Total Spending: $127 billon

Percentage Change from 2013: 50.2 percent increase

Discretionary Spending: $16.3 billion

Mandatory Spending: $110.8 billion

Highlights: Obama's proposed transportation budget includes a significant spending increase, 
$50 billion, to pay for improving the nation's roads, bridges, transit systems, border crossings, 
railways and runways. It's similar to proposals that he has called for before, and something that 
Congress has not been willing to provide.

Forty billion dollars would be used for "Fix-it-First" investments under a program Obama 
highlighted in his State of the Union address. The program, Obama said, not only would put 
people to work but it would support critical infrastructure projects, such as urgent repairs to 
roads and fixing almost 70,000 structurally deficient bridges across the country. The other $10 
billion would help spur state and local innovation in infrastructure development.

Transportation Deputy Secretary John Porcari said at a briefing Wednesday that the $50 billion 
program would be paid for with savings offsets elsewhere but would not elaborate.

As for the rest of the department's budget, the president proposed a five-year, $40 billion rail 
reauthorization program. It would upgrade existing intercity passenger rail services, develop new 
high speed rail corridors, and aim to strengthen the overall competitiveness of the freight rail 
system.

The budget proposal also would provide money to modernize the nation's aviation system by 
boosting safety and capacity, with $1 billion for the Next Generation Air Transport System.

 -- Associated Press


